Training residents in hypospadias repair: variations of involvement.
Hypospadias repair is a complex and seminal procedure that has defined the subspecialty of pediatric urology. We sought to determine the degree of training and opinions regarding the need for fellowship training to achieve necessary competence in hypospadias repair. An electronic survey was sent to 518 urology residents and recent graduates, and to 168 practicing pediatric urologists. Nonresponders were resent the survey 2 additional times. The survey consisted of basic questions on level of training or years in practice. Residents and practicing pediatric urologists were asked about the level of resident participation for each step of the hypospadias procedure, and opinions on the necessity of fellowship training. Data were analyzed for statistical differences with Wilcoxon rank sum and multiple and logistic regression tests. Surveys were completed by 89 pediatric urologists and 208 urology residents or recent graduates (response rate 53% and 40%, respectively). Approximately 70% of residents and attending physicians report that less than 50% of the overall hypospadias procedure is performed by the resident. There appears to be agreement between residents and attending physicians regarding the perceived amount of resident participation for all steps of the procedure except glanular mobilization. Additionally, 71% of residents and 86% of attending physicians believe that a pediatric fellowship is necessary to perform hypospadias surgery. The majority of residents and attending physicians report limited resident participation in hypospadias surgery. Residents and attending physicians have significant agreement on perceived participation. Our data do not corroborate the program data regarding the role of urology residents in hypospadias repair. The majority of residents and pediatric urologists believe specialized training is required to perform hypospadias surgery.